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PERCEIVE you have has an opportunity of . 


ancient Hiſtories. 


| . Give an accoutn if che Heathen mo had any 
Bad De light of a Redeemer, as was 12 to Abraham 
and his n 75 


A. 1 hiſtory ſhews, they bad a very dear ti ed. for 
Adam (who had converſed with God and his angels) Wes a- 
bove 240 years after Methuſalem was born, and Methuſalem 
lived about 500 after Noah was wo and Noak lived about 
50 years after Abraham was born, w ht converſe to ge. 
ther, and in the days of Abraham 1 4 1 Borbades, who was 3 
a Heathen or Gentile, yet a very learned man, and might 
converſe with Abraham and Noah, and others of the moſt 
ancient fathers ; for the Romans had their learning from the |, 
Egyptians, and the Egyptians from the Chaldeans, ap þ the | 
Jews from' ly: and Moſes from the ene, "> 


Q In what age of the world did Job live ? 2 5 7 8 
A. Job lived in the ſecond age of the world, 54 was in 


the days Abraham, TZoroaſtes, and as hiſtory relates,. v ET 8 5 
5 mer inſtance of patience, holineſs, and v virtue | | 
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> ; 8 882 of the oracle of Apollo, at Delphos, who ſhould be 
Tas ſucceſſor,” and what ſhouſy happen after his Death ? = 


+ -1"4.:1 
1 does hiſtory relate” of no prophets; hat were as 


monglt the Heathen or Gentile world, that did e of a 


Adee. oa was among the Jewn?: 3 a . l 


A ' Pets oh SO ; 
— : _ 


A. Yes; {hte i is evident tai ti in che Gritthgs of ” FA 


roaſtes, concerning the Son of God, and Hermes Triſone- 


guſtus, who was his ſcholar, had manifeſt underſtanding of 


the ſecond perſon of the trinity, and calls him the firſt begot- 


ten Son of God, his only Son, his eternal, immutable ; and 
after him Orpheus, Heſiod, and the Platoniſts, who were 
Grecians, writ to the ſame piirpoſe; and befides thoſe there 


aroſe ten women, who having the ſpirit of prophecy, and - 
were called Syhbi's, uttered many ſpeeches concerning Chriſt, 


of his birth and life, of his miracles, death, ſufferings and 
reſurrection, which they ſpoke in more plain terms than _ 
of the ie Jews byt they underſtood them not. 


Had not the Heathen world many als thar ſpoke 


| — told them events that were to happen? + , + 


A "The. Prieſt be Apollo, enquiring of his oracle A- 


Wet God, and the true religion, had his anſwer in Greek, 
% O thou unhappy prieſt, why doſt thou aſk me of God, 


Who is father of all things: that moſt renowned king, and 


bis dear only. ſoy, and tlie ſpirit that containeth all, will 
ſhortly epmpel me to leave this e and. to utter r no 
more oraclcs.” 8 Ke. . N | 


What” be had Nelas Cour, when he went ta 


- 


A. The oracle va. e flent, and the emperor continued 


| 40 offer many ſacrifices. At length Apollo, as if enforced, 


| faid, “ An Hebrew child; which ruleth over all Gods, com- 
mands me to Nfz FR bphitation, and t to yotura forthwith to 


Fell. 1 3 | | | : ed £43 a 


00 there not many *markeble prodigies that N. 
pene about the time and birth of our ee 5 


42 


13 


A. * It is pede by Euſebius a . Rey at 


5 birth a fountain of pure oil broke forth ; at a public inn at 


— 
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| 4 Rome, and ran fiedy a whole 1 mas at 8a a . 
X day, a circle was ſeen about the ſun as reſplendent as the ſun 
itſelf ; and Comeſter in his ſcholaſtic hiſtory, affirms, that on 
the day of Chriſt's birth, à temple at ome; dedicated to 
the Goddeſs Pax, fell to the ground, which was told by. the 
oracle of Apollo, that it ſhould continue till a virgin ſhall 
5 bring forth a child, which they judged impoſſible, and that 
it ſhould ſtand for ever. And Vkewile Lucas, ſearching in 
the ancient chrovictes of the hiſtory. of Spain, found there 
recorded, that the ſame. night wherein our Saviour was barn, 
there appeared i in Spain at night a load with fo Frene's a light, 


9 5 it ſeemed Hke ade. e . 


en not e e poddieing HL 8 5 
: * by ſome learned perſons u to 1 0 N vo ey. 
On pofperouſly 0 5 5 


Fs 


A. They were fo, as 13 42 but thes more n. 
vinely inſpired interpreted it to ſignify him, whom Iſaiah 
propheſied ſhould have the n upon” wy en 
even che Saviour of the world. „ 


| d the ſenate of Rome offer to beſtow my title Fol 
our. Lord upon Hougubis Ceſar? 2 TS 


* 


. Gabe Ceſar, Gram} Kaul ality fire) civil 8 
wars, wherein he was engaged, with many other troubles aud 
much blood ſhed, was advanced to the imperial throne, and 
that liberty, peace, and ſecurity was then eſtabliſned; the 

ſenate offered to crown him with the title of Prince of Peace, 
: -which honour ſome write he denied, and unknowingly faid, 
| that a greater Lord than he was fo con e into the ee to : 
whom that om more jultly: OR? CC $6 80" 
"TIL. Was at Joſephus living i in our Saviour? 8 Jays? 5 
A. He was not born in our Saviour's days, but five years 
after Chriſt's paſſion, and was 3 5 yours ** at the 775 . 


a the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, e : 


f 


5 Q. Was Herod of the ſeed of blood bern of the che of 
4 Juda. E 45. | £4: ö 


«%% ECC 


1 
Ys Herod was a man of Idumea, and being rich, politic; 
ond ambitious, and very comely, every way ſo qualified for 
à courtier, that Hircanius, king. of Judea, of the houſe of 
David, gave to him a daughter in marriage, and made him 
governor in Galilce ; and when Hircanius was taken priſoner - 
by the Parthians, and -carried into that country, Herod flew 
to Rome, and there, by the favour of Mark Anthony, ob- 
tained the kingdom of Judea : then he-cauſed all the blood. 
royal to be put to death, as likewiſe his wife Mariamne, with 
forty of the principal men of Judea, and all the Sanhedrim 
of ſeventy · two ſenators, that ruled the people; and burnt all 
the chronicles and genealogies of. all the Kings and Princes 
of Judea, caufing Nicholas Cathaſcenes to draw out his pe- 
digree, and to affirm, that he deſcended from the ancient 
kings of chat country. Yet when all this was done, Jeſus, . 
of the ſame houſe and line of David, was born in Bethlehem, 


and then was exactly fulfilled the propacey” oy old Jacob, 
That the ſceptre, c. 


. Were there not ſeveral impoſtors that took the advan- 
tage, and declared themſelves to be Chriſt? 


A. As all the b keiten of the ancient Jews FR at the 
coming of the Meſſiah in the reign of Auguſtus, and all the | 
people had ſuch hopes of him, ſeveral impoſtors took upon 

them that they were Chriſt, and led away much people ; as - 
Judas, Galelius (and another Judas) both lewd fellows ; as 
Autonages a ſhepherd, and two others called Theudas and E- 
gyptias; but above all others was Bareozhama, who was for 
above thirty years together received by the Rabbics for the 
Meſſiah; but ſeeing that he was not able to deliver them from 
their ſubjection to the Romans, at laſt killed him; as like- 
wiſe Simon Magus, that he might not ſeem inferior to our 
Saviour, prolencee. thas oy was. Das we a FN as 9 
men 14 2 : 


8 


— 


| . What i is ted concerning the wiſe. men of the Eat, 
e were directed By the Rar, and came to worſhip Chriſt? 


A Ki is ; reported that theſe wiſe men were little kings, or 


F ) 


17 7 


petty lords af particalar places, Caulk as thoſe of whom Jo- 
fhua ſſew thirty in one battle. Epiphanus is of inion, that 
they came to Jeruſalem two years after Chriſſ nativity, 
and that they came to Bethlehem thirteen aſter bis birth, 
which the church calls 1 8 or 8 nn *. or "nu 15 
8 of three kings. | 


* Ol came 2 with" men in : i Eaft to ales 


hat the for; Wich then appeared to them, denoted the birth | 


of the king of the Jews, or our Saviour of the world? 


A. St. Bak ſuppoſed they were great ar nd learn- 
ed men, who by magic art, (much Sraftifed in thoſe coun- 
tries) and fecing the power of their Gods and oracles daily 
decayed, and it is poſſible might hear of the prophecy, ſo 
commonly ſpoken of in the Eaſt, that out of Judea ſfiould 
eome the ruler of the world g and likewite might have as 
mongſt them the ancient prophecy of old Balaam, that there 
fhould arife a ſtar out of Jacob, &c. fm Moſes, 225 time 
being about fifteen une Crs RP: 


Q. What was the intent of Herod for killi ing the chilies 
of Bethlehem, and what number were there 3 e ed 


A. Hered, having obtained the king dom k by ſabtiley, heaps 
ing of this new king, feared he Mould wg dethroned, and 
reſolved upon his deaths: hut after long expecting the return 
of the wiſemen in vain, imagining they had mocked him, 
entered into a ſtrange paſſion, and gave orders for killing alt 
the children in ws o# won and the borders thereof which he 
| thought were about his age, to the number of fourteen thou - 
fand; and alſo fent a meffenger of death thrice towards John 
the ſon of Zachariah, who was now in the ſecond year of his 


age; but his mother's early care of him ſaved his life, by 


ſending him into deſert places. | Yet amorigt this | 
flaughter, he who alone was We FOOTY RT only * 
child that eſeaped. | 4 


Sn er . 


&. Tena, vbo vote in defence of the Chriſtian re- 


— 


181 


ligion- 3 the 'Heathens, reports, that the Blood of Za - 
chariah ſo heſmeared the ſtones of the pavement on which hie 
was murdefed, that no art or induſtry: could waſh the tincture 
out; as if God would upbraid the irreligion and cruelty of 


the Jews, with a perpetual character of their guilt ſet before 
their eyes indelibly, in exacting all the W un 1 . 


20 27 Joes "Aber to Zachariah. 


4 Q- Did the oracles then ceaſe after 1 the coming of our 0 


7 


Saviour}. 5 br 1 A | 


4 Dur:blefled I. ang Hhewife, ſhewed his omnip FR | 


ſilencing all the Heathen oracles at his birth, o which the 


Pagan authors took great notice; and it is whoa that the 


| oracle of Apollo was often heard to complain of the Hebrew 


child that was born, and to cry, „ Woe is me, lament with 
me, for the hour of giving anſwers to them ** ae to el 


as is now token fam met " 7775 rat e tot 


„What oe” of Hare alter 3 Chrit in 
his in pra and: ent the children of nieces ED 


A. He e out his miſerable lie, bo was in . 1 
of his own wife and ſons, whom after he had cruelly murder- 
ed, he fell into grief aad deſperation; and by reaſon of a 
Joathſome diſeaſe (of which he died) d to fab Him". 


ſelf; but was: any bythe? anders by” 
e yon eee Game af kd bie cleft 


4 ; 


fon, | whoa terror to. J WES when he returned from Egypt 4 


4 v * 
A. 5 7 


* He beiog left Ling by: his Cake: Herod, yet 1 
would not confirm the ſucceſſion; but inſtead of king, made 
him gor vernor only of the fourth part ot his dominions; and 
afterwards ſeizing on all his eſtate, he was. baniſhed, ing 


N where he died en, L $0 xt I 


5 8 What ebene of Hergd Axtipas bender to * 4 
lans, who put John the Baptiſt to ey and Ao at. our 


Saviour when he was brought before him ? ? 


19 1 


A. 8 with his e before our Saviour t paſ- 
ſion, were both deſpiſed by the Emperor Cejus, upon aecu- 
ſation of Agrippa his neareſt kinſman, and contumeljouſly 
| baniſhed into France, and afterwards i into the deſert places of 
Spain, where they wandered about in great miſery, and a- 


a e of all men, ended their wretghes lives. 


INTE" 4 4 


7 


| . What became of Herodias her e 2incig ae, who 
* John the Baptiſt's head. 


A. It is reported, ſhe being forced to 52 over a fronen 
| river, the ice broke, and her head was cut off thereby, with- 
out TN. the YEP. to the admiration of all the en 


2 


"0 What bebe of Heels Age wh accuſed Herod 
5 th trarch, or Governor of Galitce ? {7.4 

A. He having ſlain James and impriſoned Peter, was in 
a public aſſembly of the princes and nobles at Cæſarea, ftruck 
from heaven with a moſt horrible diſeaſe, whereby his ney 
Was PR and he was caten with worm. 


" 8; 


„ 5 1 


ä what account can you ker me + of har: became of 
"ts Pilate, who e entence againſt our Saviour 2 


A. He falling into diſgrace in Indes, went home into . 
3. and there being neglected, and diſcountenanced. by the 
Emperor, he fell into e aud Killed Walen with * 
own hands. | + £02 A_0E 


* b , SR+3 0 


Qs; Who was ks that: would be wortkippes, as God? 


A, Caligula, who was the contempt of all divine 5 
would be . as wo aud was een by his own 


| kindred.” SOS . 25h] 3427 e 


'Q. Who u was the firſt emperor that Fe che Clift . 
ans, and bat became of him? : 7 


A, Nero. was the firſt as: 3 them; ouſt aller he 
had put to death Peter and Paul the apoſtles, at Rome, and 
murdered his own mother, brother, wife, and Seneca his maſter 
was ſo abhorred of all, that the Senate condemned him to be 
put in the pillory, and to be whipped to death; which to a- 
void he flew himſelf, complainin that he had neither friend 
nor foe to diſpatch him. The like tragical death had all the 

emperors, ſrom Tiberius to Conſtantine the Great, the latter 
of whom eſtabliſhed the Chriſtian religion, and died peaceably 
in his bed, For three hundred years before few or none eſca- 

ped divine vengeance, whoſe miſerable deaths a noble Chriſ- 
tian, above a thouſand years ago, wrote, to ſhew that they 
fell by the power of Jeſus ; beſides, Julian the apoſtate, and 
Valens an Arian heretic, were made. inſtances of divine- Juſ- 


* for the 1 enormities. 1 8 


What befel the 1 end for eee ; the Saviour of 
the world? rele: 


The . hiſtorian 3 ſuch intelerable Ae ite : 
and J mierte, that befel them ſoon after our Saviour's aſcenſion 

as can hardly be imagined: firſt by Pilate their governor, and 
then by Proturnius, under Caliguta, and ſeveral others after- 
wards, 'which made them at length rebel againſt the Romans, 
and haſtened their, utter ruin and extirpation by Titus Vel- - 
paſion, with the burning of the temple and the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem z eleven hundred thouſand being ſlain in the fiege, 
and ſeventy thouſand taken priſoners, who were either put to 
death, carried in triumph to Fe or 5 an Hoes 1 in all 


parts of the . 


£339 What time is it fad th what this univerſal actes of 
we happened? 1 B 
| - A. Itis very remarkable that their utter JeftruQion came 
upon them juſt forty years after our Saviour's death, namely, 


* 
n 
4. > — 

5 8 


| at. the feaſt of che Paſſover, when the whole nation,” out of all 


countries and tribes, were aſſembled together, and that 5 N 
hands of the Roman Cæſar, for whom they rejected Chriſt, 
ſaying, * We bare no king but Cæſar.“ And as they appre- 
hended Chriſt on Mount Olivet, Titus planted his firſt bat - 


tery for their deftrugion on that Mount; and as they led 


Chriſt from- Caiphas to Pilate, ſo they were haled up and 
down from John to Simon, and ſcourged and tormented be- 
fore their tribunal ſeats. Again, as | Jeſus was ſcoffed at, 
beaten, and villanouſly treated by the foldiers-in Pilates palace 
fo were the Jewiſh noblemen and governors abuſed, beaten, 
and crueified by the ſame ſoldiers.  Juſephas affirms, that 00 
of them ſuffered this ious death in one day, inſomuch, 
that the place they died in would hardly contain ſo many 
croſſes, nor could they ſcarce find crofſes to execute them 


* 


* 


Q. What became of thoſe ſixty thouſand which Titus ſent 


as a preſent to his father Veſpaſian at Rome ?. 


A. They were nearly all put to death for the emperor's 
pleaſure; and Joſephus ſays, he ſaw with his own eyes fifteen 
hundred murdered in ene day, by combats among themſelves, 
and fifteen with wild beaſts, for the emperor's diverſion; and 


others were made bonfires of in time of triumph; and others 


* 


condemned to the quarry, to dig and hew ftones all their 


Q. Was this of Titus the utter and total ruin of the Jews? 


A. Aſter Titus, Adrian deſtroyed an innumerable multi. 
tude, and ſent his lieutenant Severus to extinguiſh the hole 
race of them, who ruined ninety-eight towns and villages, 
and flew five handred and eighty in one day ; he raifed the 
walls and ancient buildings of Jeruſalem, 1 that one ſtone 
was not left upon another, and ehanged the name of it unto 
Etiab, after that of his maſter Elias Adriana, and made 4 


1 


120, that it ſuoold be death for any Jewiſh ſlave ever to return 


» o 


— 


thither; or ſo much as to zook from any high place towards ; 


that country again. 


ES, 


; Q But there were many of the Jews converted, and be- 


come Chriſtians in Jeruſalem, did theſe ſuffer in Jeruſalem ? 


A. There were many that had embraced the doAtrine of the 


Apoftles, and believed in Chriſt in and about Jeruſalem ; but 


Lactantius relates, that after they had put to death the 
James's, and baniſhed both Peter and Paul, and others, that 
Chriſt who has always a care over his own, appeared. to Peter 


and Paul at Rome, before their martyrdom, and declared, 


that within three or four days after their death, he would take 


revenge on the Jews, by the utter deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 


and that generation: which he ſays they revealed to the 


Chriſtians in Judea, ' whereupon Euſebius ſaith, they depart - 


ed from Jeruſalem, not long before the ſiege began, to a 
town called Pilla, beyond the Jordan, to which Jeſus had di- 


rected them, it being under the government of Agrippa, 
who being in amity with the Romans, would be ſafe. 


D Who was the Emperor that embraced the Chriſtian 
Faith, and proclaimed liberty unto them? n 


h 8 A. Conſtantine the Great was the firſt that eſtabliſhed the 
Chriſtian religion, and died peaceably in his bed, but for 


300 years before, few or none eſcaped divine juſtice. 


riftian religion? 
e 3 n 5 hs 
we | 


a * Of all other main in the 1 none earlier embra- 


ced the Chriſtian religion with more readineſs than the Egyp- 


tians, demoliſhing their idolatrous images before any other 


Heathen nation, and giving example to others to do the ſame 


. „ eee was the firſt Heathen country that embraced 


2 1 


40 IE were the firſt mk ter the coming of Chriſt re> , 
wen to "my 1 ow n true mh yo | 


Q. Do you mind the 4 that Tertullian wrote to e 
Emperor, in defence of the Chriſtian a fr in the time tae 
the fourth perſecution 2 5 | | 


A. In a few years Chriſtianity v was 3 fo « over wel hs 
world, tha: the Roman Emperors began to dread, the effecte 
and their adverſaries repreſented them as traitors and enemies 
to government; Tertullian argues with the. Emperor thus: 
If we were enemies to the ſtate, you might then go and 
ſcek new cities and countries to goyern,.lince you would have 
more adverſaries than loyal ſubjects in your empire. We have 

filled your cities, your. tons, your provinces, your caſtles, 
your fortreſſes, your camps, your tents, your palaces, your 
ſenates, your market-places, and.your-iflands,: only we have 
left your idolatrous temples to yourſelvee, all the place being 
full of Chriſtians. If we were enemies, what dangerous re- 
bellions might we bave made, (though our numbers be but 
ſmall, in compariſon of the reft of your people) ſince we ſo 
little value our lives, that we ſuffer — — daily to be ſlain 
by your hands. This, ſays he, is your ſafety, that notwith- 
ſſtanding your unjuſt perſecution of us, we are loyal, patient, 

and obedient ; and that the Chriſtian ee re us _ 
| to oo killed 0m s f 


%. 


O. What was the encouragement tees the Perfian Em- 
peror cauſed to be Keep for men who would 1 in wu 


ſervice?  - | ; 1 


By His proclamation was that whoever woes be his ſol- 
diers ; if he be a footman, ſaid he, I will make him an horſe- 
man; if an horſeman, I will make him ride in a chariot; if he 
be a farmer, I will make him 2 gentleman; if he poſſeſs a 
cottage, I will beftow on him a village; if he has a villages; ! 
will give him a y if he be Lord of a city, I will make him 


— 


c 14 | 4 


Gout ofa province; and * gold. and  filver, I will pour it 

out on him by weight and meaiure, and not by tale. This 
was the pompous edict of Cyrus to rn en, for the 
Nee be 180 N | 


Q. Was Chriſt's „ after . manner ef Cyrus, to 

ſuch 48 would ſerve under his. banner | 8 

4257; hes Wes 

7 EA, No, 55 contrariwile, his 3 wiere;: 8 for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand. In this world you ſhall 

have · trouble, you ſhall be as ſheep among wolves, they ſhall 
deliver you up to the councils, and ſcourge you in the ſyna- 

gogues: ye ſhall be brought before governors and kings, and 
mall be hated of all men for my name's ſake; and if auy man 

be my diſciple, let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs 

and follow me. Whoſoever ſhall ſave his life for my ſake ſhall 

loie it; and finally he ſays, If any man come to me, and hate 
not his father and mother, wife and children, his brethren and 

Allen, Jen oo own wile allo, he cannot be * REES. 7 8 


} 


His encouragement being ſo 3 to the w_ : 
ach of men, did he get many followers ? | 


A. Though Chriſt's diſcouraging: dofcines were Do con- 
tray to man's natural and ſenfual appetite, yet he gained more 
hearts in forty years, than ever any monarch in the world, by 
. * * . and ene to their #1 an 


4d a. 14 5 
oo | „ 


Did Chriſt dons any writing to his followers, as other | 
ow: Eivers did ? | | 


2 "Our: Bastet let W written W himſelf, butpaiſed 
out of this world in innocency and ſilence, without any oſ- 
tentation of his own actions, that the prophecy of Ezekiel 

1 de * cc There ſhould be four een wit⸗ 


* 8 * 


1 


(11% 


neſſes, which day 48 ai ght ſhould, Ae ccaling, , n 
extol, and uy their Lord and Mee SES * 


2. What secount does Joſephs, the Jewi iſh hiſtorian give 
of our bleſſed Saviour Wh, 


Xx Joſephus writes Wes! 2 64 to theſe times lived Jefas, 4 
very wiſe man, if it be lawful to call him a man, becauſe in 
truth he did very marvelleus things, and was maſter and teach 

er of them that loved him, and ſought, after the truth. The 
Jews and Gentiles followed him in great numbers, though be 

was after wards accuſed, yet he was not forſaken of thoſe that 
followed him; and three days after his death be appeared un- 
to them, according as the prophet had prophefied of him, 
And now even in our days, t doctrine aud the name of 
Chriſtiaus continues and i is e all 8 the =O: 


2k 


bee | 


. What i is further <6 of the Jah of Cari, 


* * 4 * 


wha we find i in the air fcriptures ? . 


ys A. In the 34th year of. our bleſſed Saviour's "Y he 1 
. * by the wicked Jews, which produced one of 12 
fecta, atteſted as well by Heathens as Chriſtians, At his death 
there was great darkneſs in the day time, from three o clock, 
at which time our Saviour gave up the ghoſt, till fx; and yet 
there was no eclipſe of the ſun, it being then full moon, ſo 
that it was only in the power of God, who deprived the ſun of 
its light for that ſpace of time. And Dyonyſius being that 
day at Athens, and knowing by the courſe'of the Heavens, 
that this eclipſe muſt be unnatural, cried out, «Either the 
| world muſt be at an end, or the God of nature ſuffersl' And 
the wiſe men of Athens, being aftoniſhed at this prodigy, or- 
dered an altar to be built, and dedicated it to the unl nden 
Sod; for which St. Paul reproved them, relating that Jeſus” 

Chriſt, the Redeemer of the world, who had lufferel uk oy. 


7 * 1 o 4 * 
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the Jews, was the unknown God, whereby he converted ma- 


ny to the Chriſtian fait. 57 


1 


Q What account do the Romans give of Chriſt? 


A- In the reign of Tiberius Cæſar, Lentulus, the Roman 


governor of Judea, wrote the following letter to the Senate, 
& There appeared in theſe our days a man of great virtue, call - 


ed Jeſus Chriſt, who is yet living amongſt us, and of the peo — 


ple accepted as a prophet, but his own diſciples call him the 
Son of God. He raiſeth the dead, 'and cureth all manner of 
_ diſeaſes :. a man tall and comely of ſtature, with a very reve- 
rend countenance, ſuch as the beholders may both fear and 
love: his hair the colour of the chefnut full ripe, and plain 
down to his. ears, but from thence downward more orient of 


colour, waving down his ſhoulders. In the midſt of his head 
2 ſeam or partition of his hair, after the manner of the 


Nazarites; his forehead veay plain and ſmooth; his face with- 
out ſpot or wrinkle, beautified with a comely red; his noſe 


aud mouth ſo formed that nothing can reprehend; his beard 


ſomewhat thick, agreeable to the hair of his head, not of any 


length, but forked in the midſt; ot an innocent look, his cyes 


being grey, clear and quick, In reproving he is ſevere, in 
admoniſhing, courteous and' friendly ; N in ſpeech, 
mixed with gravity. It cannot be remembered that any have 
ſeen him laugh, but many have obſerved him to weep. In 
proportion of body well ſhaped, his hands and arms very de- 


ctable to behold. In ſpeaking temperate, modeſt and wiſe, 
a man for his ſingular beauty excelling the children of men,” 


Q Did not the many miracles performed by the Apoſtles 


convince all, that they were done by the power of Gd. 


A. No; for they were ſeveral calumniated them, as if they 
were done by magic art and the power of the devil; as Julian 
Nero, Simon Magus, and others alledged ; who, emulating 
the miracles of the Apoſtles, ſtudied the vain ſcience, in order 
to imitate them therein. ; 5 


7 
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Q Doiyaw know what became of this Simon — 


A. This Simon! ns by bis le cheats and diabolicat- | 
Herter gat into. high them with Ne rope Fiat the, emperor 
made him. bis. greateſt Harburg, and. the reſt of. e people 
accounted him a. gad. 1 S F * . to Rome 
"Was grie 0 f d che people 8 e dup n by this ſorcerox, 
. te unmaſk; the tric vs of this vile 
ne it. on pre ſe ied TS a8 ig recorded by 


Hegiſippus. There died at, this time, ſaith he, a young gen- 
Yemen near a Kin to the emperor, for the raifing of whom ty 
1 ſe ag The a great conteſt between Peter and the magici- 

tter challenged the apoſtle t9, perform the ſame, 


A 28 K -Arong in Toth, readily- accepted, thereof ; 24 


when 24 and the, tr tl: were bathe, baffled, /- 299957 
ble to do this great miracle, Peter, by the p ower; of ; 
reſtored the — — to life. 71 he people: — en * to 4 
how the ſorceror had had impoſed upon them, were Bs gs 
ſtoned him to death, had not the apoſtle's charity ds BY 
rofity while af 8 yet this had ſo little influence upon him, 
that a while he had the preſumption or 115 to N 
on another bett un bing which was to into heay 
but his artificial wings, br his two Ma evils, 2 I 


ſaid, failing him, he fell to the ground with ſuch bee 5 


W aud bruiſes as BITTY pot an end to his Ie. 
| tw . 1524 
as yer a auer: as "7 5 rebuild the any 
| For 37 A rf] e 

34.5 15 ; 1 5. * emperor of Rome,” w 
| once a Ch Chriflian, but e ard ret ur ned to ee ' rel 2 


ved to 2 the fame in deſpite of Chr iſl, that this pr 


1 might not 19 8 true, % That one ſtone ſhould not be left up- 


on another: but when the workmen were laying the foutda- 

tin, a 5 carthq ; happened, and fire iſſued out « 

L a a e de fird! ved a the men and diſperſe, the 1 
95 heck. was. 800 one er * was eee rom . 
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Q What happened at their laying the foundation? _ 


A. There was a ſtore which flipped from its place, and 
17 diſcovered the mouth of a cave cut in the rock; but the over- _ 
Fes. Leers of the work not being able to ſee the bottom of it, let 
SET down a labourer by a rope, and beiug come to the bottom, he 
| | Vos up to the ancles in water, and found the place fout- 
4 * ſquare, and layiog his hand upon a little pillar above the wa- 
bi ter, he met with a book wrapped up in a clean linen cloth. 
"Being drawn up, the ſpectators were amazed .it ſhould be fo 
Treſh, lying in ſuch a dark hole. The book being opened 
furprized both boa wht: aud the Greeks that were preſent, 


hhey finding in the ing of it theſe words, written in 
* _ *capital letters; IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE 
; WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, 
AND THE WORD WAS GOD. Ant indeed ſaith 
* lde hiſtorian, that — 1 did manifeſtly contain all the 
hoſpel which the beloved diſciple St. John had declared. 


Q Ts there not a ions. relation of an apparitioti that ap- 
E tomb. EEC 
n 9s FR ct. £3 


JA. Mr. Knowles, in his hiſtory of the Turke, affirms as a 
' . certain truth, that in 1620, a ſurpriſing viſion was ſeen at 
1 Medina, in Arabia, where Mahomet lies buried, which con- 
U Used twenty days, terrifying the hole country. On Sep- 
if tember the 20th Jo that year, a great tempeſt of wind, rain, 
And thunder happened about midnight, but when theſky be- 
came clear, the people might plainly read in it, in Arabian 
| | <haraters, theſe words, , Oh! why will ye believe in Ties.” 
1 And between two or three in the morning, appeared n wo- 
[| man clothed in white, ſeeming to be encompalſed with the | 
ſiun, having a chearſul countenance, with a book in her hand, 
| over againſt her were ſeveral armies of Turks, Perfians, Ara- 


| |  bians, and other Mahometans in battle array, ready to fight 
Vith ber; but ſhe keeping her ſtation, only opened the book; 
ut which the armics Hed, and preſently all the Lamps about 


m- 


, 
n 


- \ 
: * 


5 — went out 2 0. T 
1 4 before ſun riüng, a marmuring wind peo ads ta 
| b e W 20s we g of the e 


19 * 


| Q Wha crent happened thereupon 3. | 
a 7 5 n 


f 4 TThoancient paris of Mabowbt's rege WO FED 
mazed to underſtand the meaning of it, when. one of the 
prieſts made this oration: The world never had but tree 
true religions, every one of which had a prophet: Firſt, God 
choſe the Jews, and did wonders for them in Egypt, and 
brought them thence by their prophet 'Mofes, and preſcribed 
them a law wherein he would have maintaincd them, it they 
had not been obſtinate and rebellious, in falling to — 
whereupon he. gave them over, and diſperſed them upon the 
face of the earth. Then preſently after God fent a new pro- 
yr who taught the Chriſtian religion 1 This good man the 
ews condemned and crucified, tor @ ſeducer of the people z 
not being moved with the piety of his life, his great — 
nor kisSoftrine'3 yet at his death a few fiſhermen ſo moved 
the hearts of the people, that the menarchs of the 8 | 
bowed down to his very title, and yielded to the command of 
his miniſtry, But in proceſs of time they grew ad corrupt as, 
the Jews, the Chureh 'being : disforned with 8 names E. Eaſter 
and Weſtern, committed etre in, by ſetting up 
ges, with many idle ceremonies; amd corty "tbelrRves, fo 
that God was of them and fofſook t them. Yet God is 
ſtill the governor of the world, and hath himſelf raiſed up 5 | 
nother prophet. and people; even our Mahomet, giving him 
our nation; ſo that no doubt we ſhall be happy for ever, if 
we cen but ſerve this god aright, and take warning from the 
fall of others: but alas! I tremble to ſpeak it, we have er- 
red in every point, and wilfully broke qur firft inſtitution; ſo 
that God has manifeſted his wrath by eminent ſigns and tokens. 
keeping our prophet from us, who prefixed a time to return 
with all happineſs to his peo ople ; ſo that there are forty years 
paſt by our account. © And _— this the range and 1 


e) VVV 


„„ fol vi6on, i is a pee e ieee; 
f for either the open} — of the book in the woman'd hand doth _ 
Bj. foretel our falling off from thè firſt of our Jaws; whereat the 
FI armed men depart, as confounded with the guilt of their own 
wo conſciences ; or elſe it fignifies ſome other book wherein we 
iS have not yet read, againſt which! no power! can prevail. 80 
a that I fear our religion would be proved corrupt, and our 
Prophet Mahomet an Impoſter, and this Ohriſt whom they 
talk of hell Moos "os he 285 and ſet up his _ «nia one | 
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CY "What became of this notable peu? 4 5 42 80 1 ba "7 4321 


= oF The company that heard him Wi n with bisl. 
rw and he was put to; death. This relation was con- 
firmed by Iſaff Choima converted Turk,-who came to. London 
in 1630, and added, that the Grand Signior. IIs 8 
none +38 fegt of i it, _ pon of cy 7 opera, pn}: 


a 


of 41; $51j-407- 1 + 4 K Gee in 
1 „ it 
Q. What on. or fruit; was * lh yy he eat in W Pens 
diſe, and brought fire and death pe him and his A. 
72 1 
A. It his uncertain, tos the boly as mentions it not: 
9 the Eucken err in their opininns ; ſome lay. it is a P. erfan 
<4 le, growiug where Paradiſe was fituated.; but the moſt 
I ely is bat the Romany. believe, which is ann 


ag eee it is cut e appears: in u. „ 


—4 


ar | _ Bod. 5 1775 14 2532 . i * 5 1819 5 
Epen tage 32 that which y was cb, where none. 
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— Ahoulemotie an t, lier Nodb!s) flood: for 
AS the people to build a lange and fine edifice 
to rell. ſt the fury uf a ſecand; deluge! : — council wan not 
generally. recrived by Heber's family. ho. oppoſed: ſuchꝛ a: 

preſumptuous attempt. However they began to taiſe the: 
tower of Babel 461 paces from the ground, ite cireumference: 
being; agreegble. ..T'be. paſſage up was winding and broad, 
there being not only room for horſes, , $arts, & C. but lodg - 
ing for man and beaſt, with graſs and corn fields. And won- 
dertul it was to conſider, that eight perſons only came out of 
Noah's ark, and the building was carried on by 500,000 men, 
the foundation being nine miles round. But God by the con- 
fuſion of tongues, put a ſtop to their works, one not being 
able to underſtand anot her; which is thus ans, expenſied by 
the poet: 


Bring me a trowel, quoth one, quickly quick, 
One brings up a hammer; hea this brick 

Another bids, and then they cleave a tree; 

Make faſt this rope, and then they let it flee. 


One calls for planks, the other mortar lacks ; 
T hey give the firſt a flone, the laft an ax, 
One would have nails, and him a ſpade they give; ; 
LY Another aſhs a m_ and a a ſieve. | 
| NBD: 
_ Thus croſly eraſed, * 17 and 4745 in vain, 
What one hath made, the other ſpoils again s = 
T his made them leave their work, and like mad fools, 
F catter * ftuſf and tumble down their tools. 
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Q. What oumiblly is reported to be the moſt deſolate = 
 folitary in all the W . 
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not one ſtone upon another to ſhew their forme: glory; there. 
ing a ſulpherous ſmell that ſtifles the birds, beaſts, and 
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e was ambaſſsdet from K. | 
7 „that a jugler, of Bengal, ae 5646.06 of 


|, that did ſtrange feats. be 


King 5 try his kill plucked a ring off bis finger, 


and gave it to one of his boys to hide, which he 5 1 
preſently diſcovered. At laft this fancy came into 5 


his head: © There are many diſputes, ſaid he con- 


 cerning the true Prophet that 15 come into tie 


world. We are for Mahomet ; 1 
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| 'nify dards Ally, "5 e Bens ex- - 2 


| Moſes, and the Chriſtians for Chriſt 37 adding ſe- : 

veral · other to the number of twelve, — names 
4 he cauſed to be writ of 

in a baſon. This done the ape put his paw among 

- them, and pulled ont the name; of Chriſt, He 

then cauſed the names to be writ a ſecond time, 

in other ſcrolls, and the ape pulled out the name 


of Chriſt as before. Upon this one of the Mogul's 


favourites ſaid it was an impoſture of the Chriſti- 


ans, and deſired a third trial, with only > The 
names, Teſs erfing cn at{of CH rift in Dip 

ape, ſearching £% efore, pulling out bis * Subs 
paw ; whereupon the Mogul oo. = that poſ- 

ſibly the thing was not there. The ape was bid 

to ſearch for it, who bringing out theſe eleven 
names, one after another, with ſeeming indigna- 


tion rent them all to pieces, and eatepipg the fa- 
vourite by the hand where [ the name of Chriſt | 
was concealed, opened it, and held it up to the 


Mogul, without rearing the ſame. - Upon which 


the Mogul gave e a Per ſion, calling 
e * 
Tas er lain to Si Thomas Rope, Was egg - 
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twelve ſcrolls, and put 
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